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House of Representatives

The House met at 2 p.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker.

———————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret
Grun Kibben, offered the following
prayer:

O Lord, You give and You take away.
Blessed be Your name. By Your grace,
You have given us Your noble and
humble servant, Representative Donald
McEachin, and we have been privileged
to enjoy this, Your generous gift, and
we are witnesses to his response to
Your claim on his life.

Representative McEachin lived into
Your anointing, committing himself to
bringing good news to the poor, pro-
claiming freedom for those imprisoned
by the inequities that constrain, and
working diligently to set the oppressed
free. His compassionate manner and
trusted counsel, so eagerly shared with
all those graced to be in his sphere, are
truly a blessing that we will cherish
dearly.

O Lord, You give and You take away.
Blessed be Your name. For even in the
worst of his brave and valiant fight for
his life, Representative McEachin held
firm in his convictions that You gave
him the strength to endure his
sufferings. May this, his legacy of char-
acter and devotion, reveal the hope he
found in You.

Then may all who grieve this day, his
wife Colette, his dear family, his col-
leagues, and friends, find blessing in
this same hope, that in his life and his
death, Representative Donald
McEachin will always bring glory to
You.

It is in Your sacred name we pray.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the Cham-
ber her approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the
Journal stands approved.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the passing of
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
McEachin), the whole number of the
House is 432.

———

REIMAGINING THE SOUTH SHORE
OF ST. CROIX

(Ms. PLASKETT asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, for
decades, my island, my home, St.
Croix, was the home of the largest re-
finery in the Western Hemisphere, an
identity that largely shaped our eco-
nomic makeup to the detriment, in
some instances, of historic industries
such as agriculture or at the detriment
of our environment but provided thou-
sands of jobs throughout the years to
our residents. The recent failure of the
refinery to restart successfully has
been a disappointment to many, but in
there lies a unique opportunity before
us.

With the rapid changes taking place
in our climate and the urgency that
the Biden administration has placed on
environmental reform and the much-

needed transition to green energy and
renewables, we have an opportunity to
reimagine how the south shore of St.
Croix can be redeveloped.

The green energy initiatives and the
focus on historically disadvantaged
communities contained in the Inflation
Reduction Act, along with the incen-
tives and funding included in the bipar-
tisan infrastructure law, are not only
timely but critical for us as a terri-
tory.

I ask my colleagues, I ask Virgin Is-
landers, I ask our Governor and our
elected officials to all join in reimag-
ining and getting to work on redefining
what we look like.

————

PERMITTING OFFICIAL PHOTO-
GRAPHS OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES TO BE TAKEN
WHILE THE HOUSE IS IN ACTUAL
SESSION ON A DATE DES-
IGNATED BY THE SPEAKER

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, I send to
the desk a resolution and ask unani-
mous consent for its immediate consid-
eration in the House.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
CUELLAR). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Cali-
fornia?

There was no objection.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1494

Resolved, That on such date as the Speaker
of the House of Representatives may des-
ignate, official photographs of the House
may be taken while the House is in actual
session. Payment for the costs associated
with taking, preparing, and distributing such
photographs may be made from the applica-
ble accounts of the House of Representatives.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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